
Appendix 3 

Scrutiny Management Board Briefing from Chair of Health 
Scrutiny Committee 
 

1.0 Purpose of Update 

1.1 This report updates Scrutiny Management Board (SMB) on the work of 
Cumbria Health Scrutiny Committee and any issues and developments that 
have occurred since the last meeting of SMB. 

2.0 Board Meeting Update 

2.1 Since the last meeting of Scrutiny Management Board, Cumbria Health 
Scrutiny Committee has been monitoring the impact of the pandemic on the 
delivery of other health pathways and will continue to do this through regular 
meetings with System Leaders in both areas. The last meeting of the 
Committee took place on the 4th October 2021. 

 
2.2 The specific items considered at the 4th October meeting are listed below:  

 

 Impact of COVID 19 Pandemic  

 Implications of the Health and Care Bill for Cumbria   

 Stroke Services in South Cumbria   

 Dentistry Services in West Cumbria  

 Ambulance provision in Alston  

 Rowanwood Psychiatric Intensive Care Unit (PICU), Carleton Clinic 
 

2.3 The next meeting of the Committee is scheduled for the 7th December and the 
items currently planned for consideration are listed below 
 

 Cumbria and Lancashire Joint Health Scrutiny Committee – To note 
the outcome of the Committee meeting held on 9 November 2021 
which considered the CQC report on University Hospitals Morecambe 
Bay Trust. 

 Impact of Covid 19 Pandemic - To receive verbal updates from the 
University Hospitals of Morecambe Bay NHS Trust and North Cumbria 
Clinical Commissioning Group. 

 Liberty Protection Safeguards - To consider a joint report by University 
Hospital Morecambe Bay NHS Foundation Trust and North Cumbria 
Integrated Care NHS Foundation Trust. 

 Access to GP Services and Prescription Services - To consider a joint 
report by NHS North Cumbria Clinical Commissioning Group and NHS 
Morecambe Bay Clinical Commissioning Group. 

 Pathology Collaboration - To receive a presentation on the planned 
changes to pathology services across Lancashire a South Cumbria 
 



3.0 Additional Scrutiny activity undertaken by the Board 

3.1 Additional activity that has taken place by or is planned by the Board is noted 
below: 
 

3.2 Meetings between the Lead Health Scrutiny Members and Chief Officers and 
Chairs of key Health Partners have taken place periodically throughout the 
pandemic and are continuing on a quarterly basis. 

 
3.3 The upcoming Health and Care Act and any emerging proposals around the 

future reform of Social Care are of particular interest to the Committee and it 
will be working closely with the Adults Scrutiny Board to understand their 
implications of the Health and Care sector in Cumbria. 

 
 

4.0 Conclusion 

4.1 The Committee will continue to scrutinise matters relating to planning, provision 
and the operation of health services to ensure that decisions reflect local needs. 
They will also hold health service bodies to account publicly; assist in 
addressing health inequalities; support continuous improvement of health 
services and support and strengthening improved partnership working; ensure 
that proposals for major changes to health services are equitable, reasonable 
and reflect local need. 
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